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'Backing' 


- A .wkldy-kDowD Sailn^s let* 
tuoe grower denied yefterday 
''teckliig*'- political tmrgUr Jerry 
Ducoie in • fu^ attempt to 
gxnMr farm labor leader Cesar 
Id the late 1960b. 

“i •^'have never backed Mr. 
Ifecote^on anything,** Insteted 
H9tepbeo D’Arrigo Jr., secretary- 
triMref of D’Arrigo Brothers 
" frtrH^ in SaUnas, who wu testify* 

bear- 

In San Jose Municipal Court. 

iBiii P’aiTigo. a nervoos, often 
::]/igue and forgetful witness. 

. Sihfnd hM tesUroony under 
\ fkm^xijninaU^ and admitted 
winbcrklng on what he called 
*Ventures” with the confessed 
•potttkal burglar. 

Ducote, 46v charged with 22 
felonies involvijiig . political espio- 
nage. has claimed that D'anigo' 
and two other California growers 
hired him in 1966^ to committ 17 
burglaries of left wing organiza- 
tions in an attempt to link Chavez 
to a Communist faction. 

D’arrlgo would only admit 
that he and Ducote flew to 
Washington "It might have been 
in 1968, I can’t recall exactly.** to 
visit former Republican congress- 
man Charles S. Gubser of Gilroy. 

"Ducote thought It would be a 
good klea to wm some InOnesttMl 
people in Washusgton m be could 
. expiain Ibe read fa<:p olf'alMornla 


STEPHEN D'ARRIGO 

He admitted 'ventures* i 

agriculture,** D'arrigo testified. 

He also confirmed that the 
two met with Gubser and a man 
suppose to be a CIA agent. 

According to Ducote. the CIA 
' agent was given stolen documents 
taken in three Bay Area burgla* 
rim. inchsd^ burglary of Ram- 
parts Magazine. 

D’arrigo also said that In 1969 
he and Ducote founded a Mblish- 

firm named after St. Dismas. 
^ ’ so-called good thier from 
the Bible story of the crucifixion 
of Christ 


D*arr)f6 said, 
"abom Saul 
written by a 
prteit was baaed 
on documents Ducote now admits 
stealing from the Chicago office 
of the politicai activist who died 
In 1972. .'t 

Until further croaaexamioa- 
Mon, D'arrigo admitted that he 
had sent Ducote to coilact 92000 
cash each from DeUno grape 
grower Jack Pandot" and i 

Martin. Cei-A-Pak. a Salinas 
produce shipper. 

D'arrigo dodn*t dtscipse what 
the money waa for er why Ducote 
collected it for him. 

In earlier testtmony, Andy 
Gulerxnovich. a Cahfomia Insur- * 
ance CommfaBion agent, admitted 
accompanyino Ducote on four , 
"inid nigfat K)tonms '* which io- 
voived burglaries at the Ri^sian 
Aipericim Institute, the St^ent 
No'n-Vlolent Coordination Commit- 
tee. both in San Prandsco; the 
Palo Alio , Peace Center and the 
United Farm Workers Headquar- 
ters in Delano. 

Gulermovich testified that he. 
Ducote and Henry Seberting took 
’ documents by i^gal means" in 
the belief the files were for a . 
’’government agency.** 

Ducote. held In jail since his 
arrest December 2Z won one 
victory yesterday. Hh tlOO.OOO 
bail/wii reduced Ih $a0fi0Q. The 
beiuHnd*^ psiiiime Md^ 
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Ducote s Lonlessions 

THE AMAZING CONFESSIONS of 
Jerome Ducote. who says he led a series of 
illegal. Watergate-style political burglaries 
of union- and peace group offices in 
California during the mid-1960s are shock- 
ing and depressing, to say the least. 

According to Ducote, a former Santa 
Clara sheriff’s deputy and former officer 
of the Young Republicans and the John 
Birch Society, he carried out 17 forays into 
the offices of the United Farm Workers 
and Various left-oriented groups and 
individuals between 1964 and 1968 in an 
effort to discredit the union and the antl- 
' war movement. 

WORST OF ALL, Ducote claims that 
many of these illegal acts were requested 
by state and local agricultural officials 
' and that police in Delano decided to Ignore 
the burglary of UFW headquarters there 
f after Ducote told them he was only trying 
to get pro-Communist evidence against 
union leader Cesar Chavez. , 

Some of the people who have been 
accused of sending Ducote on his seamy 
rounds have denied his accusations, and 
countercharged that be is “a liar,” but 
Santa Clara law enforcement officials 
have confirmed that the 17 claimed break- 
ins did take place. 

' THE POLITICAL BURGLARIES de^ 
serve the closest scrutiny from law 
enforcement officials and those involved in 
the Illegal, anti-democratic acts deserve 
the fullest ounishment the law allows. 




